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ROYS TON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  for  the  year 

ending  December  31st, ,  1942, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council* 


Mr*  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

It  i3  my  pleasant  duty  to  submit  my  Annual 
Report  which  covers  the  period  1st.  January  to  December  31st* 
1942.  As  in  previous  war  years,  this  is  a  condensed  summary 
of  conditions  affecting  the  health  of  the  district.  Some  of 
the  particulars  it  has  been  usual  to  publish  are  naturally 
restricted,  and  while  population  figures  are  given,  it  is 
requested  that  they  should  not  bo  published  in  the  press* 

Section  A ± 

Statistic?  j:.  ad  Social  Conditions  of  the  District, 


rca  (in  acres) 


•  •  • 


(Registrar  General’s  Figure) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.. 


Residential  Population 


•  •  • 


Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £2§*784* 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  £96-1-9* 


Vital  Statistics 


Births . 

Legitimate  -  '  Male , 
1 1  le g i t  ima to  -  M?.  le  , 


44;  Female,  40.)  Total '89. 

3 ;  Foma le ,  2 , )  Birth-rate ,  19 , 


Deaths . 

Male,  25 o  Female,  27,  Total  52,  '  Death-rate  13, 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  births)  0, 


St 11 1  B jrths , 

Legitimate  -  '  Male  1;  Female,  1,)  Total  2., 

Illegitimate  -  Male  0;  Female,  0o)  Still  Birth-rate  *04, 

These  figures  are  encouraging  and  especially  so  in 
comparison  with  the  figures  for  some  years  past. 

The  main  causes  of  death  wore  as  follows:-'  .  r 

u  • 

Malignant  ,,,  ,,,  11 

Circulatory  ,,  ,,,35 

Respiratory  .  3 

There  wore  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  Measles, 
Whooping  Gough  or  Child-birth, 

* 

Inf  o  c t  i  ous  D  is  n  a  s  e  s  , 

The  following  cases  were  notified :- 

Whooping  Cough  . .  27 

Erysipelas  ,,,  ,,,  3 

Measles  ,,,  ...  4 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria , 

The  figures  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  approach 
100$  and  the  Doctors,  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  and  the 
District  Uurse  are  to  be  congratulated  on  this  good  result 
as  well  as  the  people  in  Royston  themselves,  I  hope  it  will 
be  maintained. 


School  dinners,  school  milk  and  more  healthy  living 
are  having  their  effect ‘and  this  short  report  is  the  best  for 
Royston  we  have  yet  had. 
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Section  B, 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

1,  Public  Health  Officials: 

( a )  Medical . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is.  a' part-time  Officer 
holding  a  Diploma  in  Public  Healths. 

(b)  Sanitary . 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  bho  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  a  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  also  as  an  Inspector  of  Meat  &  Foods  * 

•  v. 

(o)  Clerica 1 .  One  male  clerk c 
Water  Supply* 

Water  from  the  chalk  i3  supplied  to  the  whole  of  the 
district  by  the  Roys ton  Water  Company.  The  supply  is  piped 
and  of  excellent  quality,  and  no  shortage  has  been  experienced 
dur i ng  t  he  yea r * 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  shows  the  water 
to  be  of  a  high  degree  of  organic  purity  and  to  be  free  from 
pathogenic  organisms.* 

S  ewer  ago  and  Dr  a  i  h  k  go « 

A  military  camp  was  connected  to  the  sewerage  system 
during  the  year.  No  other  new  buildings  wore  connected. 

Refuse  Removal  &  D is  nos a  1 , 

The  total  cos c  of  collection  and  disposal  of  house 
refuse  was  lo/5d„  per  ton,  a  slight  increase  of  cost  on  the 
previous  yoai\  duo  to  increases  in  wages  and  cost  of  horse 
hire . 

Salvage c 

During  the  year,  the  Salvage  Stewards  Scheme  was 
inaugurated  and  members  of  the  W»  V.  S'*  and  other  womens 
organisations  were  enrolled  as  Salvage  Stewards. 
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Salvage  (cont) 

Tho  Urban  District  was  divided  into  3  areas,  each  in 
charge  of  a  Chief  Steward,  and  sites  for  dumps  were  solected 
in  each  area  to  which  householders  were  urged  to  bring  their 
salvage.  This  scheme  did  not  prove  very  successful,  and  as 
the  collection  of  salvage  along  with  house  refuse  was  proving 
very  difficult,  a  separate  collection  of  salvage  one  weekly 
from  each  house  and  shop  in  the  district  was  commenced  in 
April.  This  system  increased  the  cost  of  salvage  collection, 
but  resulted  in  a  total  of  over  49  tons  of  materials  being 
collected  and  disposed  of. 

Hous ing, 

N0  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  taken  during  the 
year,  and  6  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  remain  to  bo  demolished^ 
One  house  on  which  a  Demolition  Order  is  operative  also 
remains  to  bo  demolished. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food . 

Milko 

Two  milk  producers  cary  on  business  in  the  district, 
and  five  other  dairymen  obtain  their  milk  from  outside  the 
area. 

No  Graded  Milk  is  produced  in  tho  district. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  farms  and  dairies  and 
periodic  sampling  of  the  milk  were  carried  out. 

Meat , 


No  slaughtering  of  animals  is  now  carried  out  in  the 
district. 

The  carcases  of  2  pigs  slaughtered  under  licence  of 
a  Food  Executive  Officer  were  examined  and  found  to  be  in 
a  sound  and  wholesome  condition. 

Emergency  stocks  of  food  hold  in  the  district  were 
examined  on  several  occasions  to  ensure,  these  were  maintained 
in  a  wholesome  condition. 
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An  increasing  amount  of  tinned  foods  was  examined  during 
the  year,  and  many  visits  were  'paid  to  food  shops,  including 
bakehouses.  In  a  few  instances  defects  wore  pointed  out 
and  remedied  without  any  formal  action  being  necessary. 


Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Report, 
Housing  Acts  &  Public  Health  Acts  etc. 


The  number  of  inspections  ca1 
are  shown  in  the  following  summary 


■tied  cut  during  the  year 


«  «  9 


Defects  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


Defects  under  the  Housing  Acts 

t 

under  the  Factory  A  Workshops 
Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases, 
hi Ik  &  Dairies  Orders  * , * 

Slaughterhouses,  butchers  shops  etc. 
Other  food  shops  &  stores  ,„, 

Prevention  of  Nuisances 
House  Dr a inago  , • • 

Supervision  of  Refuse  Collection  & 

Disposal  , e  * 
Supervision  of  Salvage  ,,, 

Rats  &  Mice  Destruction 
Shops  Acts  1934, 

Unclass  if ied 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•ft 

?  &  r 

Acts 

G  ^  * 

Sr  4  3 

0  3  * 

•  *  0 

o  a  o 

coo 

v»  O  Q 

0  0  0 
C  u  Q 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


40, 

?.27  - 


16, 

r» 

70  5 
op. 

0 


56  j 
.93, 
46. 


pc,  f, 

173, 

e-. 

6„ 

318. 


Y0ur  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  NORMAN  MA OF AD YEN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


